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Keynote by Richard J. Bernstein 
“The Current Global 
Resurgence of Pragmatism” 

�

Richard J. Bernstein teaches in New York at the New School for Social Research. His work is best known for the way in 
which it examines the intersections between different philosophical schools and traditions, bringing together thinkers and 
philosophical insights that would otherwise remain separated by the analytic/continental divide in 20th century 
philosophy. The pragmatic and dialogical ethos that pervades his works has also been displayed in a number of 
philosophical exchanges with other contemporary thinkers like Hannah Arendt, Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty, Hans-
Georg Gadamer, Jacques Derrida, Agnes Heller, and Charles Taylor. Bernstein is an engaged public intellectual concerned 
not only with the specialized debates of academic philosophy, but also with the larger issues that touch upon social, 
political, and cultural aspects of contemporary life. Throughout his life Bernstein has actively endorsed a number of social 
causes and has been involved in movements of participatory democracy, upholding some of the cardinal virtues of the 
American pragmatist tradition, including a commitment to fallibilism, engaged pluralism, and the nurturing of critical 
communities. 
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	�����Registration at�http://www.lit.kobe-u.ac.jp/apforum/ � 
�
���	Contact at: monda.naomi.5r@kyoto-u.ac.jp�


